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Key Vocabulary
London
Overview









· London is the capital city (and the largest city) of both England and the United Kingdom.
· London has been a major settlement for around two millenniums – it was founded by the Romans.
· It was originally called Londinium.
· London is a very large city, with around 9 million people living in it (14 million if you include its wider metropolitan area).
· It is considered to be one of the most important global cities, being a major commercial, tourist, banking and education centre.
· London is currently split into 32 Boroughs – plus the City of London. The London Boroughs were created on 1st April 1965.
Places in London 
[image: ]
Tower of London
The Tower of London is a historic castle based on the north side of the River Thames in central London. It was founded in 1066 after the Norman Conquest. It was used as a prison from 1100 until 1952. It also where the Crown Jewels are kept.
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Big Ben
Big Ben is the name given to the clock tower at the north end of the Palace of Westminster. When it was built in 1859, it was the largest chiming clock in the world. It is now a British cultural icon that is recognised all over the world.


[image: ]Buckingham Palace
Buckingham Palace is the London residence of the monarch (King or Queen) of England. Elizabeth II currently lives in the palace. The building has existed since 1703. The palace has 775 rooms and the garden is the largest private garden in London.
[image: ]
St. Paul’s Cathedral
St. Paul’s cathedral is in the City of London. The old version of the cathedral, built 1310, was the tallest building in the world until 1311. It was destroyed in the 1666 Great Fire of London and was rebuilt, designed by Christopher Wren.


Key Knowledge 
The United Kingdom
Map and Overview

















· The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, also known as the UK, is a country located off the north-eastern coast of mainland Europe.
· It contains the constituent countries of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, in addition to other territories and dependencies. 
· The capital city of England is London, Scotland is Edinburgh, Wales is Cardiff and Northern Ireland is Belfast. London is the capital of the UK.
· The land area of the UK is around 242,500km² and the population is around 66 million. It is in the continent of Europe.
· The UK is currently split into 100 geographic counties – 48 in England, 33 in Scotland, 13 in Wales and 6 in Northern Ireland.
· Most populated UK counties (people)
1. Greater London – 8.8 million 
2. West Midlands – 2.9 million
3. Greater Manchester – 2.8 million 
4. West Yorkshire – 2.3 million 
5. Essex – 1.8 million
· Most populated UK cities (people)
1. London – 9.75 million
2. Birmingham – 2.5 million 
3. Manchester – 1.9 million 
4. Glasgow –  1.1 million 
5. Newcastle – 837,500
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Key Knowledge
Settlements
Settlements all have different functions. Some settlements have several functions, like education, retail and industry. The function of settlements often changes as the place develops. For example, a place might have started as a market town or a port and grown into a large town with lots of services.
Land Use
Land can be used in lots of different ways! Settlements are often split into zones. This means that
similar buildings are often built in the same area. For
example there are often lots of shops on the high
street. Having a designated commercial zone makes
shopping more convenient!
Economic Activity
Countries make and spend money in lots of different
ways. One of those ways is by trading resources. This
means countries sell resources they have and buy
resources they want or need. Resources can be traded in their natural form but more often they are traded as products, like car parts.


Key Knowledge
Human Geography Features
Population Densities[image: ]
In the UK, London is the city with the most people by far. There are 1,510 people per sq. km (population density). Greater London has the densest population in the UK.
Ethnic Groups
[image: ]
London is one of the most ethnically-diverse cities in the world – people of many different cultures live in the city. Only 44.9% of people in London are White British. 
The Monarchy[image: ]
London has been the capital city of England since the 12th Century, and of the UK since 1801. Buckingham Palace has housed the monarchy since 1837.
Industrial Revolution[image: ]
London was perhaps the first major city affected by the industrial revolution. The rise of machines in production, the use of natural resources like oil and coal, and the construction of better roads and buildings, turned London into the world’s first megacity. London was the world’s most populated city between 1831 and 1925.

Physical Geography Features
The River Thames[image: ][image: ]
The River Thames is the longest river entirely in England, at 215 miles long. London is based at the head of its 50-mile estuary leading to the North Sea. The Romans originally formed ‘Londinium’ in about 47CE, using the river as a valuable trade route. It continues to be a vital waterway for South-east UK today.
Climate and Weather[image: ]
London has a temperate maritime climate, meaning that it has cool summers and mild winters. It receives less rain than Rome or Sydney! The temperature averages 23°C in the summer and 8°C in the winter.
Fauna[image: ]
London has 40% green space and open water, with 2000 species of flowering plant. The Thames has about 120 species of fish. About 10,000 red foxes live in London.
Greenwich Meridian[image: ]
Because of Britain’s position as an advanced maritime nation in past, Greenwich, London was chosen as the location of 0° longitude. The east/west hemispheres are still divided by this point.
Topography
Topographic maps have lots of detail. This map has a key so you can work out the height of the land. It also clearly shows where the rivers and major towns and cities are. Topographic maps show both natural and 
man-made 
land features.





[image: ]Possible experiences
· Explore physical and human geography in the local area
· Field work – River Thames
· London visit – land use
Key Vocabulary
City-a large town
Capital- the city or town that functions as the seat of government
Counties- a territorial division of some countries
Population- all the inhabitants of a particular place
Ethnicity- the fact or state of belonging to a social group that has a common national or cultural tradition
Commercial- involving or relating to the buying and selling of goods
Tourism- the activities of people traveling to and staying in places outside their usual environment for leisure, business or other purposes
Recreation- activity done for enjoyment when one is not working
Parliament- (in the UK) the highest legislature, consisting of the Sovereign, the House of Lords, and the House of Commons
Resources- a country's collective means of supporting itself or becoming wealthier, as represented by its reserves of minerals, land, and other natural assets
Settlement- any form of human dwelling, from the smallest house to the largest city
Climate- the weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long period
Economy- a system of making and trading things of value. It is usually divided into goods (physical things) and services (things done by people)
Industry- a group of manufacturers or businesses that produce a particular kind of goods or services
Transport – take or carry (people or goods) from one place to another by means of a vehicle, aircraft, or ship
Retail- the sale of goods to the public 
Residential- a residential area is made up of houses and apartment buildings — places where people reside
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