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	SUBJECT FOCUS:
	Local Area and Seasons
	YEAR 2
	TERM 1 & 2 


WHAT? – Key Knowledge
· Our school is located in Reading which is in the Royal 
County of BERKSHIRE in England.
· It is also known as The Thames Valley because the River
Thames flows across the county. 
· Berkshire is the South East of England and borders London.
· Other important towns in Berkshire are Newbury, Slough, 
Windsor and Wokingham.
· Berkshire is famous for Windsor Castle, Eton College and 
horse racing at Royal Ascot as well as many charming villages such as Henley and Pangbourne. 
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	Interesting Places in Berkshire and Reading

	[image: ]Reading Town
· Reading is the largest town without city status in the UK.
· Reading lies between the River Thames and the River Kennet. 
· Reading has a maritime climate and a diverse population. 
	[image: ]Windsor Castle in Windsor
· Windsor Castle is the largest inhabited castle in the world. 
· Queen Elizabeth II lives there for part of the year.
· The castle is near the River Thames, which also flows through Reading.

	Kennet and Avon Canal
· [image: ]The environment around the canal is important for Wildlife conservation. 
· It provides habitats to many plants and animals such as water voles, ducks, swans, geese, Kingfishers and Grey Herons. 
	[image: ]Reading Landmarks
· The Blade is a 128m tall fourteen-storey building. 
· [image: ]The Maiwand Lion in Forbury Gardens, an unofficial symbol of Reading.
· Reading Abbey is a large, ruined abbey in the centre of the town of Reading. 
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Key knowledge and Vocabulary - Maps

Maps are drawings of actual 
landscapes and places that 
use lines and symbols to 
represent real-life objects 
like roads, fields and buildings.

Maps can be simple sketch, 
road maps or very 
detailed. 








Key knowledge – Sketching Arial Maps
· 
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[image: ]v[image: ]Possible experiences
· Use aerial pictures to identify physical and human features. 
· Sketch a map, not to scale from a known picture giving it a Title, Key, Map Symbols and a compass rose. 
· Go on a local walk, identify and label a map with human and physical features.
· Use a compass during a local walk to identify directions and locate features on a map. 
· Visit the local canal and identify physical and human features in the local area.  Record these in simple maps. 
· Research human and physical features around the Reading area using technology. 

Other Key Vocabulary
Maritime Climate - Limited seasonal temperature ranges and moderate rainfall throughout the year.
River - A natural wide flow of fresh water across the land into the sea, a lake, or another river
Canal - A long, thin stretch of water that is artificially made for boats to travel along. 
Habitat - The natural environment in which an animal or plant usually lives
Villages - A group of houses and other buildings that is smaller than a town, usually in the countryside. 
Settlement - A place where people come to live.
Symbols - A sign, shape, or object that is used to represent something else.
Environment - The air, water, and land in or on which people, animals, and plants live.









A ketch map is a very simple map 
drawn from a ‘bird’s-eye view’. 
It shows the main landmarks.
Key – objects and important things in a map.  
Bird’s eye aerial view of a geographical area
Map of the Town Centre
Key
Simple sketch map of an area in a town. 
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My Local Area
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Map of the Town Centre
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Map of the Town Centre
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Map of the Town Centre
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Map of the Town Centre
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