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[image: ]WHAT? – Key Knowledge - Continents and Oceans
· A continent is a large solid area of land.
· There are seven continents which are from largest to smallest: Asia, 
· Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe and Australia. 
· The UK is in Europe which is the second smallest but the third most 
populated continent. 
· An ocean is a huge body of salt water. 
· There are five oceans in the world: the Arctic Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, 
the Indian Ocean, the Pacific Ocean and the Southern Ocean.  The Pacific Ocean is the largest.








	Key Knowledge - Continent  Facts and Landmarks

	Continent Facts 
· [image: ]Half the world’s population live in Asia.The Amazon Forest

· [image: ][image: ][image: ]The largest desert in the world (the Sahara) is in Africa.The River Nile

[image: ][image: ]The Australian Desert or outback
The Sahara Desert


· Over half of Australia is desert and has little rain.
· The Amazon rainforest is in South America.Antarctica

· Antarctica is known as the ‘frozen continent.’
· The longest river in the world is the River Nile in Africa. 

	[image: ]Continent LandmarksMatterhorn, Switzerland

· Aerial photos of places show us different features on the land. 
· Some of these are made (or changed) by humans and others are natural (made by nature).
· Natural or physical features include caves, rocks, cliffs, forests and mountains.  
· [image: ][image: ]Features made by people or human features include bridges, buildings and roads. They are called ‘.’The Yangtze River in China
The Eiffel Tower

· Europe has many famous landmarks, including Stonehenge in England, the Matterhorn in Switzerland and the Eiffel Tower in France.Golden Gate Bridge

· [image: ][image: ]Landmarks in other continents include the Yangtze River in China (which is in Asia), the Golden Gate Bridge and the Great Barrier Reef located off the coast of Australia.High Cliffs of Dover, England





[image: ]Key knowledge – Ocean Facts
· Our oceans cover more than 70 per cent of the Earth's surface. 

· You can find mountains and 
· volcanoes on the bottom of oceans. 
· The world's longest mountain range is 
underwater.
· The majority of life on Earth is aquatic.
· About 97% of marine life is still to be 
discovered. 
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Mountain Ridges under water

[image: ]


WHAT? – Key Knowledge - Climate and Weather Patterns
· Countries around the world have different climates. 
· There are different climate zones:  warm, cold (or polar), tropical and temperate. 
· Around the Equator, the climate is warmer and tropical, which is hot and humid, and has the world’s rainforests.
· Polar climates experience long periods of extreme cold and are on the most Northern and Southern parts of the Earth.
· Animals are suited to living in countries with a particular climate.
· The climate in the United Kingdom is temperate and can change 
from day to day. 
· There are four seasons with different weather patterns: spring, 
summer, autumn and winter. 
· A weather forecast is a prediction of what the weather will be 
like in the future.  
· Weather forecast symbols help us to understand the weather. 


[image: ]
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Possible experiences
· Use aerial pictures, atlases and globes as well as the internet to identify and label continents and oceans in a map. 
· Make a mini Continent Fact book using information gathered through the internet. 
· Learn the 7 continent and 5 oceans song. 
· Explore different physical and human features from round the Earth using books, photographs and the internet. 
· Explore climates and create a small climate fact file. 
· Compare climates and habitats across different continents.  Link to science. 
· Keep a weather diary - throughout the year to compare seasons and/or climate zones. 
Key Vocabulary
Population - The number of people that live in a particular place.
Landmark - A well-known building or place. 
Australasia - The continent of Australasia is often referred to as just Australia. It has about 28 countries and island groups.
Desert - A large area of land that has very little rainfall and where not much grows.
Rainforest - A large area of land with lots of tall trees and plenty of rainfall.
Climate - The usual weather conditions of an area.
Equator - An imaginary line drawn around the middle of Earth, dividing it into the Northern and Southern hemispheres.
Hemisphere - Each equal half the Earth is divided into. 
Temperature - A measure of how hot or cold something is.
Tropical - A climate zone with hot and humid weather conditions. 
Temperate - Mild weather. Neither very hot nor very cold.
. 
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